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Philosophy	and	the	year	in	which	I	worked	as	a	Fulbright	scholar	in	Ilé-Ifè,	Nigeria;		2. My	2012	participation	in	the	Global	Leadership	Summit	in	Bloemfontein,	South	Africa;		3. My	teaching	and	learning	throughout	the	2014-2015	academic	year,	when,	after	23	years	as	a	faculty	member	at	Cleveland	State	University,	I	announced	my	decision	to	pursue	additional	professional	opportunities	outside	of	Cleveland,	Ohio;	and	4. My	relocation	to	the	Washington	D.C.	Metropolitan	Area	on	the	eve	of	the	September	2016	opening	of	the	Smithsonian	Institution’s	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture.				What	follows	is	a	discussion	of	the	key	themes	explored	in	a	variety	of	secondary	sources,	and	the	relationship	of	these	scholarly	works	to	larger	debates	about	religion,	race,	and	recent	struggles	for	human	and	civil	rights,	primarily	in	Nigeria	and	South	Africa—two	of	the	most	populous	countries	and	largest	economies	on	the	African	continent.		To	my	mind,	the	articles	by	the	contributors	to	this	special	Mbiti	issue	are	valuable	additions	to	an	already	rich	body	of	scholarly	literature.			
Literature	Review	In	his	classic	study,	African	Religions	and	Philosophy	(1970),	John	S.	Mbiti	declared	that	African	religions	and	African	history	were	inseparable,	suggesting	further	that:		Since	people	are	so	intimately	bound	up	with	their	religious	life	and	outlook,	their	history	constitutes	the	history	of	their	religion.		This	is	an	area	of	study	which	calls	for	interdisciplinary	cooperation	between	historians,	anthropologists,	and	theologians.2		In	subsequent	works,	including	his	Introduction	to	African	Religion	(1975),	Mbiti	also	stressed	the	importance	of	African	religions	in	shaping	Diasporic	cultures,	especially	in	the	Americas.		Here	he	observed:		
                                                      2	John	S.	Mbiti,	African	Religions	and	Philosophy	(Heinemann:	London;	Doubleday,	New	York	1970),	1.	
Regennia N. Williams (second from right) with (left to right) Joel Oke, 
Biodun Adediron and Yisa Yusef, faculty and administrators at Nigeria’s 
Obafemi Awolowo University, 2010. (Photo courtesy Regennia N. Williams) 
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                                                      3	John	S.	Mbiti,	Introduction	to	African	Religion	(Heinemann:	Oxford,	Ibadan,	Nigeria,	and	Portsmouth,	New	Hampshire,	1975),	3.	4	Obadiah	Johnson	(editor),	Samuel	Johnson	(author),	The	History	of	the	Yorubas:	from	the	Earliest	
Times	to	the	Beginning	of	the	British	Protectorate	(Memphis,	Tennessee:	General	Books,	2010,	1921),	192.			5	E.	Bolaji	Idowu,	African	Traditional	Religion:	A	Definition	(SCM	Press	Ltd.,	1973).	
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                                                      6	E.	Bolaji	Idowu,	Olodumare:	God	in	Yoruba	Belief	,	Revised	and	Enlarged	(Lagos:	Longman	Nigeria	Plc,	1996),	ix.		7	Louis	J.	Munoz,	A	Living	Tradition:	Studies	in	Yoruba	Civilisation	(Ibadan,	Nigeria:	Bookcraft	Ltd,	2003),	 8	The	U.S.	has	a	population	of	over	300	million,	and	approximately	ten	percent	of	that	number	is	foreign	born.	For	more	information	on	the	U.S.	population	profile	in	2000,	visit	http://www.census.gov/population/www/pop-profile/profile2000.html.		2010	Statistical	Abstract	of	the	
United	States,	available	online	at	www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2010/tables/10s0052.pdf	-	2009-12-10,	accessed	January	4,	2011.	9	E.J.	Alagoa	(editor),	Oral	Tradition	in	Africa	and	the	Diaspora:	Theory	and	Practice		(Lagos:	Centre	for	Black	and	African	Arts	and	Civilization,	1990),	ix.	
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                                                      10	Alagoa,	Oral	Tradition,	x.		11	Barry	Hallen,	The	Good,	The	Bad,	and	The	Beautiful:	Discourse	About	Values	in	Yoruba	Culture,	(Bloomington	and	Indianapolis:	Indiana	University	Press,	2000),	11-12.	
	 12	Lincoln,	C.	Eric	and	Lawrence	Mamiya.		The	Black	Church	in	the	African	American	Experience	(Durham:	Duke	University	Press,	1990).		13	Sernett,	Milton	C.		African	American	Religious	History:	A	Documentary	Witness	(Durham:	Duke	University	Press,	1999),	13.	14	See	the	introductory	essay	by	Regennia	N.	Williams	(editor),	The	Journal	of	Traditions	and	Beliefs	1	(Fall	2009).		
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                                                      30	Estimate	provided	by	the	Yoruba	Council	of	Elders	(YCE),	and	cited	in	a	talk	at	Obafemi	Awolowo	University	by	Dr.	Ogunyemi	(Department	of	History)	in	the	first	quarter	of	2010.		The	40	million	figure	includes	30	million	in	Africa—primarily	in	Nigeria,	Benin,	and	Togo—and	10	million	in	the	Diaspora.	31	C.O.	Adepegba,	“Yoruba	Art	and	Art	History”	in	‘Deji	Ogusremi	and	‘Biodun	Adediran	(editors),	
Culture	and	Society	in	Yorubaland		(Ibadan,	Oyo	State,	Nigeria:	Rex	Charles	Publications,	1998),	158.	32	Grateful	acknowledgment	is	hereby	given	to	Cleveland	State	University	reference	librarian	Frances	Mentch	for	creating	the	HIS	401	Research	Guide	and	leading	a	spring	2015	special	library	workshop	for	HIS	401	students.	For	more	information	on	the	guide,	please	visit	the	Michael	Schwartz	Library’s	website	at	http://researchguides.csuohio.edu/c.php?g=219373.	33	Kathy	Curnow,	At	Home	in	Africa:	Design,	Beauty	and	Pleasing	Irregularity	in	Domestic	Settings	(Cleveland:	The	Galleries	at	Cleveland	State	University,	2014).	
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COUNTRY	 POPULATION	Kenya	 95,000	Liberia	 71,000	Nigeria	 221,000	South	Africa	 83,000		
Source:	Christine	P.	Gambino,	Edward	N.	Trevelyan,	and	John	Thomas	Fitzwater,	The	Foreign-Born	Population	from	Africa:	2008-2012,	American	Community	Survey	
Briefs,	U.S.	Census	Bureau,	October	2014,	page	3.		 		 		 Every	chapter	in	At	Home	in	Africa	begins	with	a	culturally	specific	aphorism,	stated	in	both	an	indigenous	language	and	its	English	translation.	In	the	case	of	the	Yoruba	chapter,	the	opening	suggests:	“If	a	woman	hasn’t	lived	in	at	least	two	homes,	she	doesn’t	know	where	she’s	better	off.”35	This	statement	could	apply	to	the	evolving	roles	of	Yoruba	women	over	the	course	of	the	lifecycle;	perhaps	as	they	move	from	their	parents’	homes	to	the	homes	that	they	share	with	spouses	and	children,	or	as	they	move	from	the	domestic	sphere	to	the	daily	commercial	“homes”	of	Yorubaland’s	market	women.	The	study	of	race/ethnicity	within	the	larger	context	of	Yoruba	history	and	traditional	culture	also	illuminates	the	ways	in	which	gender	continues	to	shape	religion,	especially	in	and	around	Nigeria’s	Osun	state,	an	area	named	for	a	female	Yoruba	orisha	deity.36			 Curnow’s	analysis	of	the	intersections	of	Yoruba	art	and	religion	also	reminds	readers	of	the	following:		 [S]ide-by-side	during	the	[20th]	century	were	three	religious	strains:	the	old	religion	based	on	orisha	deities,	as	well	as	Islam	and	Christianity.		The	last	two	faiths	were	introduced	before	the	nineteenth	century—Christianity	by	the	Portuguese	at	Ijebu	in	the	fifteenth	century,	Islam	via	Hausa	and	Nupe	contacts	by	at	least	the	late	eighteenth	century—but	it	was	in	the	mid-twentieth	century	that	adherence	to	both	of	these	religions	accelerated,	gaining	both	numbers	and	fervor.37		
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                                                      38	Curnow,	At	Home	in	Africa,	214.	39	Curnow,	At	Home	in	Africa,	263-278.	40	For	a	complete	listing	of	the	sources	licensed	through	Creative	Commons,	please	see	Curnow,	At	
Home	in	Africa,	ii.	41	Curnow,	At	Home	in	Africa,	279-286.	42	Donna	Bryson,	It’s	a	Black	White	Thing	(Cape	Town:	Tafelberg,	2014).	The	distance	learning	session	with	Donna	Bryson	took	place	on	February	23,	2015.	Special	thanks	to	Mark	Hackett,	Video	Conferencing	Specialist	with	CSU’s	Center	for	Instructional	Technology	and	Distance	Learning,	for	his	support	of	this	activity. 43	For	a	detailed	biography	of	Dr.	Jonathan	Jansen,	please	visit	the	website	for	the	University	of	the	Free	State	at	http://www.ufs.ac.za/adhoc-pages/rectorate/prof-%28jd%29-jonathan-jansen.		
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                                                      44	Bryson,	It’s	a	Black	White	Thing,	92-93.	45	Ibid.,	233-234.	46	Leymah	Gbowee,	Mighty	Be	Our	Powers:	How	Sisterhood,	Prayer,	and	Sex	Changed	a	Nation	at	War	(New	York:	Beast	Books,	2011).		CSU	alumna	Joy	Yokie	is	a	master’s	degree	candidate	in	Kent	State	University’s	School	of	Library	Science.	47	For	more	information	on	this	on	the	recipients	of	the	2011	Nobel	Peace	Prize,	please	read	the	BBC	story	at	http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-15211861	or	the	story	on	the	Nobel	Prize	website	at	http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2011/.	
Dr. Regennia N. Williams (third from right) and participants in the UFS 
Leadership for Change program during a 2011 visit to CSU. (Photo courtesy 
Regennia N. Williams) 
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                                                      48	For	the	details	of	the	beginning	and	ending	of	the	war,	see,	especially	chapters	2	and	16	in	Gbowee,	
Mighty	Be	Our	Powers.	49	To	read	“Afro-American	Fragment”	in	its	entirety,	along	with	other	Hughes	poems,	please	see	Arnold	Rampersad	(editor),	The	Collected	Poems	of	Langston	Hughes	(New	York:	Knopf,	1994).	50	For	more	information,	please	visit	President	Goodluck	Jonathan’s	Facebook	page	at	https://www.facebook.com/jonathangoodluck?fref=ts.	
12





                                                      
51 Jacob	K.	Olupona,	African	Religions:	A	Very	Short	Introduction	(Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	2014)), xxi-xxii.  See Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., African American Religion: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2014). 
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